INSIDE THIS ISSUE...

From the Rector

Weekly Calendar

Youth Confirmation Class
Christmas Service Schedule
Deacon’s Brunch

Monthly Financial Summary
Treasure Sale News

With Sympathy

Christmas Flower Offering

W W W W NN DNMNDNDDN

Christmas Open House () 3

w

St. Luke’s Prayer List

w

Adult Classes on Sunday
Lay Ministry Schedule

Important Dates
7o Remember...
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21, 5pm (see article this pg.)

SPECIAL CELEBRATION IN MUSIC AND WORD
Sunday, Dec. 21

The enthusiasm of children is a joy! And, it just might be contagious! The oM
Sunday of Advent marked the 1% rehearsal for the children's play, Who Will Be the
Shepherds? Who Will Be the Sheep. Eleven (yes 11) children ages 3+ to 12+ met
for their first read-through of the script. The “sheep™ learned their lines quickly:
"I'm scared!" and "Baa, Baa, Baa!" We began learning a brand
new song written especially for this play and for these children.
My suggestion to all of you reading this is: Don't miss

this wonderful event for sharing the joy of Christmas. The
choir has been diligently rehearsing. The children are learning
their lines. Cindy Brumley and "crew" are cooking up plans for
a great supper of soup and bread for everyone who comes to
this "family™" celebration.
So, mark your calendars or your palm pilots:
$ %&' A special evening of music, lessons, children's drama, and food

(_" Sunday, December 21* beginning at 5:00 p.m.

() ( The sanctuary (for music, etc); Metcalf Hall (for supper after the
program)

(1! Cindy and her cooks plan for enough food. Let us know how many will be
here. Call the church office, 336-1212; e-mail Dolores at
dolores@episcopalbartlesville.org; contact Cindy Brumley, 914-2144; or sign up
on poster on bulletin board across from the office.

CHRISTMAS WISH TREE
& + $ & ,,decorated with stars, each star
representing the Christmas Gift Wish of an area foster child, is now
in the narthex of the church. There are still stars on the tree! 1f you
haven’t done so, please take a star or stars, shop for the requested
gift(s), and return the gift (UNWRAPPED) to the church office
no later than Monday, December 15. Thank you for making this
Christmas season brighter for a needy child! This project is coordinated by Steve &
Cheryl Van Aken, 333-5570.

YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS
Youth Confirmation Classes continue to meet from 1-2pm on the following Sundays:
December 14, 21 & January 4, 11, 25. Bishop Ed Konieczny will be at St. Luke’s on
February 1 for the sacrament of Confirmation. Make reservations with Mthr. Mary Lou so
supplies and sandwiches will be ready for you. Contact her by e-mailing
MaryLou@EpiscopalBartlesville.org, or call 336-1212 or 580-278-1631.




In Sunday’s sermon Mthr. Mary Lou said she really liked the
Second Week of Advent. The expectancy of the season really
starts to build and everything is headed toward the celebration of
Christmas — the birth of the Christ Child.

On Sunday | was tracking right a long with her. Then came
Monday! As planned, Lynda had two cortisone injections for

RECTOR pain in her back at a pain clinic in Tulsa. As we were sitting in
her cubicle discussing news in the Tulsa World and breakfast options, our world
turned upside down. Lynda suddenly stopped breathing!

She looked like she had died. The doctor and | along with a gathering crowd
worked to get her breathing again by talking to her and shaking her. The doctor
couldn’t find a pulse. We were about to do CPR when she began to fight wildly
like she was trying to get air. She was breathing again.

Lynda was rushed to St. John’s ER and was admitted to the hospital. The initial
tests indicated she did NOT have a heart attack and yet something was very wrong.
She has undergone a variety of tests searching for causes and answers. As of
tonight (Tuesday), all the tests have been negative — and that’s good. A cause has
not been determined, but it is beginning to look as though the problems are related
to the Vagus Nerve — which could mean a one-time event and not something
chronic. (For more details read two postings of “Grace Notes” on our website at
www.episcopalbartlesville.org)

While | am tempted to differ with Mthr. Mary Lou about the Second Week of
Advent, | know deep within how wonderful this week of Advent truly is. The
consistent message of this season is expectancy and hope. Yes, we have had a
scary and difficult week thus far, but God has been with us every step of the way —
sometimes in surprising ways.

No where has that been more evident than our friends at St. Luke’s. You have
been so thoughtful and caring through your calls, emails, prayers — your love. Like
God in Advent you have kept coming toward us in ways that have touched our
lives — many times before, but especially now. We are humbled and grateful.

The doctors and staff have been attentive, efficient and compassionate in caring for
Lynda. Bishop Ed has called as have several clergy in the diocese. We have
experienced the expectancy and hope of so many people in this experience.

We think we will be sent home tomorrow — we are not sure. Several people have
suggested we cancel the Open House on Friday — some have insisted. So,
regretfully we will be POSTPONING the Open House. We hope to be able to re-
schedule it, but at this time, it seems best for Lynda so as to give her the
opportunity to rest from this unexpected turn of events this past week.

May the expectancy and hope of this Holy Advent Season permeate us and touch
our spirits with Joy. See you Sunday!

Peace,
Fr. Lee+

k Calendar of Events

Sunday, December 14, 2008
8:00am Rite |
9:15am Church School
9:15am Children’s Christmas Drama
practice
10:30am Rite Il
1:00pm Youth Confirmation Class,
Rm. 217
1-5pm Bartlesville Ballet Shoppe, MH
Monday, December 15, 2008
8:45am Morning Prayer
9:15am Church Staff Mtg.
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
6:30pm EFM, MH
Tuesday, December 16, 2008
8:45am Morning Prayer
10:00am Spiritual Discipline Group, library
Wednesday, December 17, 2008
8:45am Morning Prayer
12:00pm Martha’s Task Board Mtg.
7:00pm Choir
7:15pm Spiritual Direction Group
Thursday, December 18, 2008
6:45am Men'’s Fellowship
8:45am Morning Prayer
12:00pm Holy Eucharist
Friday, December 19, 2008
Saturday, December 20, 2008
9:00am Altar Guild Workday
Sunday, December 21, 2008
8:00am Rite |
9:15am Church School
9:15am Children’s Christmas Drama
practice
10:30am Rite Il
1:00pm Youth Confirmation Class,
Rm. 217
5:00pm Children/Choir Program
“Prelude to Christmas”
Monday, December 22, 2008
8:45am Morning Prayer
9:15am Church Staff Mtg.
5:30pm Holy Eucharist
6:30pm EFM, MH

DEACON’S BRUNCH
Hosted by Doug & Connie Freebern
Sunday, December 14
Metcalf Hall
Connie & Doug Freebern will host a brunch during our regular Hospitality
time between services and after the 10:30 service this next Sunday,
December 14. Please come — you won’t want to miss it!
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- "1 2 featuring the choir and our
children in the nave of the church. Following
will be a soup supper in Metcalf Hall.
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5:00pm Holy Eucharist & Children’s Program.

10:30pm Pre-Service Music.

11:00pm Midnight Mass. Refreshments &
Fellowship following in Metcalf Hall.
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10:00am Holy Eucharist.
X M




“&*A45(C -6 * -& MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY

! 7 8 9 # 1 - § 3 3 6
1 = 6& 6& 6& 6&
(Names on the Prayer List will be rotated off % “wo| -4 8 3% % "y ‘4 8 3%
every 4 weeks. If there is a need for continued ’ ’
pravers, please et us kow) Pledge Payment 25350 | 28.800| (3.450) | 292,545 | 316,800| (24.255)
. , edge Payments , , , , , ,
Lynda, Connie, Edress, Martin, Pam, Ann,
Robin, Jan, Jessica, Spencer, Jennifer, Doug, Non-Pledge Payments 10,340 | 5,533| 4,807 46,282 | 60,867| (14,584)
Sarah, Suzanne, Mary, Mike, StephenY John, Other Income 2,377 525 1,852 29,233 25,107 4127
Cathy, Kate, Jason, Patty, Bob, Tracy, Stoney, & = > =0 = ?2 1= > @e=| ;= @ <
Mark, Joyce, Ally, Gene, Marty, Jeremy (A ? == 0?2 = = =|=? @0 ?@=
If you have a prayer request, please call or e-mail our (& _ (B* __ 20 > >0 - =0 < 0? - 70 <

Prayer Ministry Coordinators:
Thelma Blackburn

(333-7902, TPBGEN@aol.com) or Richard
Chamberlain (333-5591, Deaconrc@shcglobal.net)

Sunday Morning Adult Education Opportunities...

DISCIPLESHIP FORUM

Metcalf Hall, Sundays at 9:15
“Those Episkopols” We are considering the “who, what, why and how’s” of being an
Episcopalian in our Sunday Discipleship Forum Class using Dennis Maynard’s book,
Those Episkopols, as our guide. This Sunday, Dec. 14, we will discuss Chapter 5 “Why
Do Episcopalians Read Their Prayers” & Chapter 6 “Does God Like All That Ritual?”
This class is good for anyone considering Confirmation and for someone who has been
in the Church for years but wants to learn and grow. Books are available at the Forum
for $7/each. (Free to those considering Confirmation.)

SUNDAY MORNING LECTIONARY STUDY
During Advent, Mthr. Mary Lou is leading a Bible Study using the Lectionary scriptures
at 9:15 Sunday mornings. Get your coffee in Metcalf Hall and come upstairs to the
Vestry Room, #216, at 9:15am. Lectionary scriptures for each Sunday are listed on the
back page of the “Steeple” each week.

TREASURE SALE NEWS
Feb. 13 & 16, 2009
Metcalf Hall
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CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE AT THE STEPHENS’
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to Mrs. Sharon Braden (1451 Valley
Rd., 74003) & family on the death of
her husband, Don Braden, on
Tuesday, Dec. 9. Funeral services
for Mr. Braden will be 11:00am,
Saturday, December 13 at St. Luke’s.

Hosted by Fr. Lee, Lynda and the Vestry
Friday, December 12, 1700 Cherokee “

4:00pm - 7:00pmor s
T, The December “
e Open Ho along with the Vestry

changed to an
use wit
1!l on Frid 1 e “hour” has been changed
e K paNgd
o

s of 4:00pm to 7:00pm or so. Enjoy

ne or spiced cider, filling hors d’oeuvres,

hristmas goodies. Even more, enjoy each other

people. The Stephens’ live one block west of the high
scho 1700 Cherokee Place. Children are welcome as are friends you
may want to introduce to St. Luke’s.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER REMEMBRANCES
Last week Christmas Flower & Christmas Special Offering
envelopes were mailed out to the parish. Please return your
offering to the office by Wed., Dec. 17 so that your
“remembrances and/or thanksgivings” may be included in the
Christmas worship bulletins. Extra envelopes are available in
the church office and the narthex.
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The Rt. Rev. Edward J. Konieczny, Bishop of the Diocese of Oklahoma, Oklahoma City

The Rev. Dr. T. Lee Stephens, Rector (leestephens@episcopalbartlesville.org)

The Rev. Mary Lou Mannschreck, Asst. to the Rector (marylou@episcopalbartlesville.org)
In an Emergency, call 397-3683 or 580-278-1631

POSTMASTER: Dated Material
Please Deliver Immediately

The Rev. Douglas Freebern, Deacon/Interim Parish Administrator (dfreebern@episcopalbartlesville.org)
Michael Kemp, Sr. Warden (Michael.D.Kemp@conocophillips.com)

Donna Allison, Jr. Warden (dwallison@cableone.net)

Ann Bell, Parish Secretary (annbell@episcopalbartlesville.org)

Dolores McCreary, Organist/Choir Director (dolores@episcopalbartlesville.org)
Megan Burnett, Christian Ed. Coordinator (burnettmk@yahoo.com)

Office Phone: 918-336-1212
Office Fax: 918-336-2557

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30am — 4:00pm
Holy Eucharist: ~ Sunday 8am & 10:30am
Monday 5:30pm, Thursday 12pm
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LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE 12/14/08 through 12/21/08

Acolytes
Sunday, Dec. 14, 2008
10:30 a.m.
Servers
Shawn Clem
Spencer Bridendolph
Crucifer
Lauren Heald
Torchbearers
Spencer Heald
Hayden Harlow
Sunday, Dec. 21, 2008
10:30 a.m.
Servers
Nicole Simmons
Deanna Boone
Crucifer
Jack Wiseman
Torchbearers
Dave Wiseman
Anneke Borg

Layreaders
Sunday, Dec. 14, 2008
8:00am
L. Watkins, Birk
10:30am
Stephens, Grillot
S. Williams, Boone
Sunday, Dec. 21, 2008
8:00am
M. Watkins, Beeman
10:30am
Sparks, Wesneski
Boone, Green

Lessons for Sunday,
Dec. 14, 2008
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11;
Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians
5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28
Hymns for Sun., Dec. 14
#76 — “On Jordan’s Bank the
Baptist's Cry”
GATHER #143 — “God of All
People”
GATHER #137 — “My Soul in
Stillness Waits”
#700 (text) — “O Love That
Casts Out Fear
#72 — “Hark! The Glad Sound”

Greeters
Sunday, Dec. 14, 2008
8:00am
Don & Cheri Doty
Judy Currey
10:30am
Volunteers needed,
Call 336-1212
Sunday, Dec. 21, 2008
8:00am
Sue Glass
10:30am
Betty Hardin
Dennis & Debbie
Mueggenborg

St. Luke’s Bookstore
The Bookstore is open on
Sundays between the two

services and after the

10:30 service.
Sunday, Dec. 14, 2008
9:15-10:15am
Volunteer needed*
11:30am-12:30pm
Becky Liehr
Sunday, Dec. 21, 2008
9:15-10:15am
Melinda Wesneski
11:30am-12:30pm
Melinda Wesneski
* To volunteer, please call
Cindy Brumley, 914-2144.

Ushers
Sunday, Dec. 14, 2008
8:00 a.m.

Kemp, Gardner
10:30am
Blackburn, Ferguson
Sunday, Dec. 21, 2007
8:00am
Zervas, Kemp
10:30am
Bonner, Clark

Children’s Chapel
Dec. 14 — Volunteer needed!*
Dec. 21 — Tracy Harlow
Dec. 28 — Zella & Tim Simmons
* Call Megan, 876-4116

Plate Counters
Sunday, Dec. 14, 2008
Malone
Sunday, Dec. 21, 2008
Ramzel
Volunteers: Please make
your own substitutions.

2008 ECW
Bereavement Committee
December
Glass, Mueggenborg
January 2009
Birk, Canfield, Packer

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
Please have any
information that you would
like printed in The Steeple
to the church office no later
than Tuesdays, 12 noon.
Thank you!

Sunday Nursery Volunteers
Dec. 14 — Barbara Todd
Dec. 21 — Megan Burnett
Dec. 28 — Cordy Liggett
Volunteers: Please make your
own substitutions.




